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She jerked herself free and dropped on the floor, screaming with
hysterical rage. The situation was beyond me. I shut the door to
keep in her screams and went for Vlassieff, He went in to her alone.
It was a long time before he returned.
"It's all right/* he said. Tve put the fear of God into her and
she'll go,55
She insisted on packing the same evening and went to the fiiends
with whom we had arranged for her to live, taking the child with her.
She had hardly been gone an hour when there was a knock at the
door. It was K------himself. He was dressed in a dirty old peasant's
coat and fur hat and had a fortnight's growth of beard. He was
ravenous. A horde of peasants, infuriated by some scathing remarks
which he had made in response to their demand that he should
surrender to them the few hectares of land surrounding his house,
had burned the place down and he had barely escaped with his
life. He had been a month on the road. We fed him, gave him clean
clothes, and suggested he might like to follow his wife, but he
demurred and admitted frankly that he was no more anxious to
be with her than she was to be with him. He really seemed rather
relieved to find she had gone. After he had eaten he showed himself
the same old irrepressible K------and, discovering a mandolin he
had left behind him, insisted on paying for his supper with a song.
We were a little embarrassed by this sudden reappearance, for
although he was a good fellow and we liked him, he was hardly
the type whom we were anxious to involve in our new schemes*
Nevertheless we told him of the assistance we were giving to the
cadets and offered to smuggle him to the north. It was decided
that he should remain with us over Christmas, but Vlassieff insisted
that he should pay a call next day on his wife. If she still had any
ideas of going to Sraolny, Vlassieff privately explained to me, the
knowledge that her husband was living with us might have a
restraining effect. However much she disliked him, she could hardly
wish to see him in a Bolshevik prison.
Next morning K------paid his duty call. The same afternoon
Madame K------went to the Bolshevik headquarters at the Smolny
Institute and told them everything she knew.